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A New Publication in the Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine 
CASE-CONTROL STUDY OF A GASTROSCHISIS CLUSTER IN NEVADA, 2009 

 
In October 2007, the Washoe County Health 
District (WCHD) began an investigation of a 
cluster of gastroschisis, a rare birth defect that 
results in incomplete closure of the abdominal 
wall. 
 
The investigation was under the direction of Dr. 
Leslie Elliott, a former Senior Epidemiologist at 
WCHD, and in collaboration with Dr. Slotnick 
and Dr. Oki at Perinatal Associates of Northern 
Nevada, University of Nevada School of 
Medicine, School of Community Health 
Sciences, Washoe County Pregnancy Center, 
and the Nevada State Health Division.  
 
The findings of this investigation are published 
this week in the monthly peer-reviewed 
medical journal Archives of Pediatrics & 
Adolescent Medicine (Elliott et al., Case-
control study of a gastroschisis cluster in 
Nevada. 2009. Archives of Pediatrics 
&Adolescent Medicine, 163(11):1000-1006). The 
website for this journal is http://archpedi.ama-
assn.org. 
 
The article describes the findings of an 
investigation of a cluster of gastroschisis in 
Washoe County from April 2007 to April 2008. A 
previous issue of EpiNews (January 30, 2008) 
described the initial investigative steps  
http://www.washoecounty.us/health/ephp/ep
inews/2008.html.   
 
The major findings of the study include: 
♦ Case mothers (those who had babies with 

gastroschisis) were more likely to report 
some infections, such as sore throat (about 
13 times more likely) and chest colds 
(about 17 times more likely), in early 
pregnancy than control-group mothers. In 
addition, case mothers were nine times 
more likely than the control-group mothers 
to report having taken over-the-counter 

medications for these infections during 
pregnancy. 

 
♦ Case mothers were seven times more likely 

than control-group mothers to report 
methamphetamine use at some time 
before pregnancy. 

 
♦ Case mothers were more than four times as 

likely than control-group mothers to report 
use of at least one vasoconstrictive 
recreational drug (including 
methamphetamine, amphetamine, 
cocaine or Ecstasy) before pregnancy. 
 

The University of Nevada Reno (UNR) will be 
issuing a press release on the study this week. 
Your office may get questions from patients 
concerning this. You may refer patients to a 
website for more information. UNR has posted 
information on gastroschisis, the study and 
obtaining prenatal care at 
www.hhs.unr.edu/schs/. 
 
Although UNR will not be giving medical 
advice, they have dedicated a telephone line 
for people with additional questions. Please 
call 775-682-7078. This line will direct callers to 
the website and provide an opportunity for 
callers to leave a name and number for return 
calls.  
 
Please feel free to contact Dr. Leslie Elliott if 
you have any questions regarding this 
investigation and the publication. Her contact 
information is as follows: 

Leslie Elliott, MPH PhD 
Assistant Professor of Epidemiology 
University of Nevada, Reno 
School of Community Health Sciences 
Tel: 775-682-7096 

 

Please share this document with all physicians & staff in your facility/office. 
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